The 40th Session of the Student Body Senate
Florida International University

Miami, Florida

S.R. 04 017

ERA: Equal Restrooms Access

IN THE SENATE

January 12, 2024

Senator Daniel Salup-Cid, Senate President Kaily LaChapelle, Senator Hua Hui Vogel, and student
Judith Chavarria, introduced the following resolution, which was presented on the Senate floor

A RESOLUTION

To establish SGA’s expectation that there be at least 2 gender neutral restrooms available in each building
on campus; to condemn the ongoing attacks by Ron DeSantis on the rights of transgender and non-binary
students; to demand that FIU cease cooperation with the transphobic and homophobic policies of the
DeSantis administration; and to call on FIU administration and President to adhere to the proposals and
principles of the resolution.

Be it enacted by the Senate of the Student Body at Florida International University assembled,



WHEREAS, over the past 5 years, far-right interest groups have directed a “record-breaking
attack” on transgender and non-binary students’ civil rights according to the American Civil
Liberties Union.!

WHEREAS, the government of the state of Florida attempts to eliminate the state’s transgender
and non-binary population through the erasure of their literature and history, policies designed to
make transition impossible and anti-trans discrimination easier, and policies designed to make
the lives of over ninety thousand transgender and non-binary people harder and more dangerous,
according to Human Rights Watch.?

WHEREAS, the American Medical Association, the American Psychological Association, the
Endocrine Society, and more regulatory bodies uphold that affirming gender identity across

public facilities and elsewhere is necessary to the safety and wellbeing of transgender people.® 4

WHEREAS, the policies of HB 1521 negatively impact the health of transgender and nonbinary
students by increasing the rate of Urinary Tract Infections (UTI), anxiety, depression, and overall
stress levels.

WHEREAS, no such evidence exists linking transgender or non-binary restroom usage with a
decline in public restroom safety.

WHEREAS, less than ten percent of Americans opposed new laws protecting transgender
people from discrimination in public spaces in a study conducted by Pew Research Center.’
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WHEREAS, Florida International University (FIU) has a moral and administrative obligation to
respect and defend the health and safety of its students. 8

WHEREAS, transgender and non-binary students have the right to a dignified existence, which
is denied to them by the Florida Legislature’s HB1521 “bathroom ban.”

WHEREAS, the Florida International University Student Government Association (SGA) is
tasked with representing the rights and interests of all students.

WHEREAS, the President and administration of FIU are neglecting to protect the rights of trans
and non-binary students at FIU.

WHEREAS, it is therefore the responsibility of the student government to take action on this
issue.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Florida International University Student Government
Association considers HB1521 to be immoral.

RESOLVED, the FIU SGA considers the DeSantis administration’s transphobic attacks a direct
threat to the safety and wellbeing of FIU students, in violation of our responsibilities as Student
Senators, and impossible to comply with in good conscience.

RESOLVED, SGA demands FIU establish at least 2 accessible, gender neutral or family
restrooms in every building on campus.

RESOLVED, SGA demands that the administration and president of FIU cooperate with SGA
to implement this demand.

RESOLVED, SGA calls on FIU President to condemn the DeSantis administration and refuse to
collaborate with its transphobic attacks on students, academic freedom, and bodily autonomy.

RESOLVED, the president of SGA shall present this resolution to the next meeting of the Board
of Trustees.

RESOLVED, SGA shall consider failure to implement this proposal in a timely fashion to be a
violation of student democracy on campus and medical negligence.
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